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The Wiſdom . of the Earth] y Wil: 
CONFOUNDED, &c. 
en High hath viſited, who were once in Dark- 


y \ | nels and the Shadow of Death, as well as 


others: I fay, We do not marvel to ſee (the Literal Outſide 
Profe ſſors of this Generation, of all Sorts and Perſwaſions (out 
Hou Truth)as well as Chief. Prieſfi( the Old Enemies of Chriſt) 
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E, whom the heavenly Day-ſpring of God from 


they ſo much differ and diſagree amongſt themwlelyes) 
how feady they are to joyn Hand in Hand again& the Lord and 
his blefſed Heritage, whom he hath bleſſed, and will bleſs above 
all thx Families of the Earth: Yea, how ready are you to 
2 and imbrace any piece of Darkneſs and Confuſion that 
anileth out of the Bottomleſs Pit of the Deceived, Enviow and 
Babyleniſh Hearts of ſuch as hate the Witneſs or Light of Chriſt 
in their own Conſciences; and alſo envy fuch, who by belie- 
ving ill the Light of Chriſt within are Witneſſes of his Spiritual Ap- 
pearute. So all you Malicious Papiſts, Chief-Priefts, Presby- 
teriam, Independent i, and Baptiſis of all ſorts;s36zc. that de not be- 
lieve in Cr iſt ebe trus Light who lig bteth every one that comath in- 
to the World, according to Jobn 1. 9. & f. 12. & 9. J. arc all 
wrong in the Ground, and you are all againſt us, and we are 
againſt᷑ you all, till you come out of Deceit, Envy and Unbelief; 
we know your Spirits will concur againſt us, as did your Pr 
nitors (the chief: Priefts the hard-hearted;Fews, Scribrs, Pha- 
riſees,  Saducer, & c.) againſt Chriſt and his Followers in- the 
days of his Coming in the Fleſh, who as Chriſt told them, they did 
Err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the Power of Cod, Mat. 22. 29. 
And even ſo do ye, who will not abide his Spiritual Appearance- 


in your ſelves, nor in fuch as are Witneſſes of it. So in this „ 


State you are all from the Higheft to the Loweſt, of all forts, both 
| A 2 Prieſts, 


- 
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Prieſts, Teachers aad People far from the true Interpretations 

of holy Scriptures; and if ever you come truly to it, you muſt 
come down ſrom climbing uf another way, to Chriſt the Door 
and Light of the World, who lig hreth every man that cometh in 
the World: And alfo, it you will be truc Followers of him, that 
you may have Life and Freaſure in Heaven, you muſt with the 
Young man, Matth. 9. (which | believe will be as hard for 
many of you Rich Ones in your Natural Wiſdoms, as for him) 
Sell all your great Poſſeſſions of that Willom which is from 
below, which is Earthly, Senſual and Deviliſh, in which you 
have given falſe Interpretations upon the holy Scriptures, and 
thereby wofully wreſted them to Juſtific or Indulge your ſelves 
in a continuance in ft» to the end of your days; the Wages of which 
# Death, as ſaith the Apoſtleg But the Spirit grves e 
to true Interpretation: of holy Scripturcs;, thuugh Contrary to 
yous Natural, Dark Conceptions and Imaginations: The Na- 
tural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, they are 
Fooliſhnefi unto him; neither c an he know them, becauſe they are 


Spiritually diſcerned; ſee 1 Cor. 2. bs 2s 
Now, I would have all you Outſide, Literal * all 


ſorts( that are not too high & too ſwelled with your vain Notions 
and Imaginations) to lay them by a while, and conſidey Seri- 
oufly, ſince there is but Gre + ayto God, and One T. rh, One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, (which is Spiritual, and only 
known to the true Spiritual Worſhippers) Mark, One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you a, 
Epheſ. 4. 5. and a Myſtery to you all, and ever will bewhile 

. ſtrangers to the Light of Chriſt within, which will gives right 
Wrderſtanding of Scriptures to them that believe in it and follows 
it, and will lead to a right uſe of them, & c. But how many Ways, 
Win ſhips, Faiths, Baptiſms, &c. are there amongſt you, every 
one Crying up his own Way and Form, pretending to the Scrip- 
tures for it: Oh! what Diſtractions and Conſuſions are here! 
And where muſt they be charged, upon the Seriptures or upon 
you, with your many Lo here's and Lo there's? Every one for 
his own Way, ia Oppoſition to the Way of God, which is but One 
and his People One in it. Now look upon your {elves and among 
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youx ſelves, and behold the Fruits of your N Scrip- 
cure; s it not to make the World or People like a Wider neis? 
Lu here, Lo there; See here, See there But what ſaith Chriſt ? 
Belirus thym not, go not after them, nor follow them ;, for behold the 
God is within you, Luke. 17.21. Thus faith our Lord 
Chrift Jelus, and we have believed him, and in ous meaſures 
have In{allibly found it ſo. | 
And if this ſhould ſecm ſtrange Doctrine to any, to whoſe hands 


tele may come, though of the many Ways, Forms and Perſwa- 


ſions, ſince you all proſeſs the Scriptures to be your Rule; I 
would know how you Interpret theſe following Scriptures. 

God is aSpirit, (as Chriſt ſaid and i ro be Worſhipped in the 
Spirit and in the Truth. God 1 Light, and in him. there ts no 
Bert at all. If we ſay, that we have fellon ſhip with him, and 
walk m Day tneſs, we Lye, and do not the Truth ; but if we walk 
in the Light, as he us in the Light, then have we fellowſhip one with 
another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth a from all 
Sin. Chriſt ſaid, Im the Light of the World, he that follows 
me ſhall not walkin Darkneſs, but he ſhall haue the Light of Life : 

laid, Believe in the Light, that ye may be the Children of the 
Light.” The Grace of Gedwhich bringeth Salvation hath appeared 
te all mex, teaching us that denying Ungodlineſs & Worldly Lufts, 
| ve Godly, Rig bteouſly,c. in this preſent World: This 
aring unto all, is, that all might believe therein, 
it, and be ſaved ; but ſome of Old did diſbight unto the 
«ce (as many do now) againſt whom the Apoſtle 
[ade in his Epiſtle witneſſes againſt ſuch. The 
nto_ the Saints, By Grace ye are ſaved, through 
ſaid, Its a good thing that the Heart be eſtabliſhed 
the Lord ſaid to Paul, My Grace is ſufficiene © 
for thee, & c. (Chriſt in his Parable of the Talents, and of the 
Pearl,and of the Field, and of the Sower, and of the good Seed, 
which fell upen the divers Grounds, doth clearly hold forth 
the Univerſal Love of God unto all People. God ſaid by the 
Prophet, Lek unte me, O all the Ends of the Earth, and be ye 


Saved, g. At many «4 are led by the Spirit of Godthey are rhe 
| Sen 
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Sons of God. The Spirit of Truth, which doth lead the Stynts in- 


to all Truth, the ſame doth Convince the World of Sin, s Chriſt 
hath promiſed. Chrift ſaid, 7 hu the Condemnation, this 455 


is come into the World,and men leved Darkneſs rather tha Lahe, 
becanſe their Deeds were Evil; for every one that doth Epil, hateth 

the Light, noit her cometh 16 the Light, leſt his Deeds hh be re- 
proved; but he that doth Truth, cometh to the Light, that bis Deeds 
may be made manifeſt that they are wrought in Cd: Set John 3. 
19, 20, 21. & 1.9. & 8. 12. Firſt Epeſtle of John 2. 5,6, 7. 
John 6. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Jer. 17. 10. Plal. 7. 10. 
Mal: 3.5. 1 John 5. 10. Ia. 55.4. Rom. 8. 1714. Paal. 
50. 16, to the End. Acts 13.47. & 20. 17,18. 2 Cor, 4 6,7. 
Let us heat what Interpretations you will give to theſe gcxip - 
tures. Again, the Apoſtle John ſaith, God is Love, he that umellit h in 
Low, dwelleth in God, and God in him. Again, He thathateth 


bla Brother is Murtherer, and no Murtherer hath Eteril Life 


abiding in bim. Again, Chriſt ſaid unto the Saints, 7 and 

Father will come, and make our abode with you. And God ha 

premiſed,. That be will dwell in his People, and that be will 

write bis Law in their Hearts, and put his Spirit in their, Minds, 

xc. Let us ſee how xkilful you are in Interpreting iheſe heaven- 

ly comfortable Sayings 98 
The Lord God ſaid by the Mouth of the true P 

cerning the falſe, Wo unto the Fooliſh Prophets, who 

own Spirit, and have feen nothing, Ecclel. 13. 11. 

Apoftle ſaid, The Spirit it ſelf beareth Witneſs with 

that we are the Children of God. This Spirit was ,4 

true Chriſtians Guide: this did of old, and new dgth be 

neſs with, or unto the Spirits of all true Believers,” that they are 


the Children of God, who are led thereby; for it leads them 


to do thoſe things which pleaſe God. The ApoRtle faith, Th 
Scriptures came not in Old Time by the Will of wan, but holy men 
of God ip olg them u they were moved bythe holy Ghoſt, or Spirit; 
and he faith, they are of no private Interpretati | | 
So you who deny 2 Revelation, and - deny and hate 
the Univerſal, Inſallible Spirit of God and Chrift, you have no 
thing to Interpret the Scriptures with or by, but your * — 
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lible private Spirits, and the wicked Spirit, The Prince of the 
1 the Air, which werb in the Hears: of the Children of 
ge as faith the Apoſlle, and with theſe joynt workers . 
in Wickedneſs you —— Interpret the holy Scriptures z 
but by the help of this dark Spirit you ate taught to wreſt them 
to your own Deſtruction: The Lord in mercy deliver you from 
13. this falſe Teacher. 2 

The Lindan of Hteven is likgned to 4 man that gave to bis Ser- 
7: Y vinty Talents, Bac. Math. 25- 14. A manifeſtation of the Spi. 
fal rit is given to un pd wa withal, 1 Cor. 12. 7. What- 
7. foever makgs manifeſt is Light, and Chriſ is that Light, Epheſ. 5. 
4 13. He that declareth to man his bts, the Lord the God of 
bis Hoſts i bis Name, Amos 4- 13. u was conflirained by the 
Spirit within, Job 32. 18. The Word of Gedi within, Deut. 
fe Y 39-14 Plal. 119. 11. The Law and the Covenant of Life 17 
| within, - Jer. 31. 33. The Word of Faith that purifieth the 
Heart is within, Ram. 10. 8. Heb, 4.12. The [ure Word of 
wit Prophecy, and the Day. ar i to ariſe within,x Pet. 1. 19. God, 
Cb and the Spirit of Truth that leadeth into all Truth, are ts 
en- be kyown within, John 1.4.16. Know ye not your own ſelves how that 
2 . in you; except you be Regrobates, 2 Cor. 13. 5. The 

4 


6 ery that bath been lud from Ages and Generations is Chri 

ot 2 in, Col. 126. The Anointing the tr ue odor merry rk. 
Tue be removed into 4 Corner is within, 1 John 2.27. Iſa. 30.20, That 
it which may be hen of God is manifeft within, Rom. 1.19. I thank 


thee, O Father Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou ha bid 
theſe things from the Wiſe and Rrudent, and baſt revealed them 
unte Babes, Matth. 11.25. ſee 1 Cor. 1. 26. 

We are not led by ous own Conceivings nor Imaginations 
(as the Carnal-minded out-fide Profeſſors are) to interpret the 
holy Scriptures but by a meaſure of the ſame Spirit of Truth, 

from which they were given forth, in and by which they can 

be ouly and alone truly read and known, by which Spirit ve are 
mate living Witnefcs to the Truth of them, and can read 
them within, which is far more then the bare outward reading. 
And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given u an 
wnilerſlanding that we may know bim that i true, John 5.20, And 
greater is he that is in ws (that teaches true Reading and right 


. , (89 x | | * ; * e 
laterpretätions of holy Scriptures) then be thats in the World, _ 
1 John 4.4. And hereby know we that we dwell in kim; and hiin 
ww, becauſe br hath given ws of his Spirit, 1 John 14. 13. 4 
we are ſure it is be, for he hath done that in us and for un that ng 
other could do. And he that belitveth, bath the Witneſs in hu · 
felf,, 1 John 5. 10. BE." 310 

So our God is a God at hand, a Jeft, Righteous and a Merci- 
ful God, who in his everlaſting love hath committed a Talent or 
Mealure of his Grace (and giveth his Light for a Witneſi and 
a Leader, Ja. 55. 4.) tocvery Man and Woman that cometh 
into the World, and according to their improving or not im- 
proving of it, believing or not believing in it, is the Salvation | 
or Condemnation of all mankind. Now to ſpeak comparatively 
after the manner of men,if a man ſhould demand a ſum of Money 
with Uſury of another, that never had any of him, and condemn 
him for want of it, would it not be altogether Unjuſt ? But the 
true Godis Juſt and Righteous in all his Wayes, and man's De- 

ſtruction is of himſelf. And further we ſay, that God in his 
endleſs love hath offered a Day or Tim: of Viſitation to all man- 
kind, and that by his ſecret Reprooſs at times ig their Conſcien- 
ces for Sell. Righteouſneſs, as well as their other Ungodlineſe, 
that they might turn to his Graee, (which hath appeared to all 
men) Light or Witneſs within them, and live. ; 
And all you confuſed Builders of Babel, with your many Lo 
hers and Lo there i, you have rejected the Head or chief Corner + 
Stone and true Foundation; and iſ you will be truly Wiſe, that 
you may know him, you muſt firſt become Fools that you may 
be Wiſe, and then you will thtew down and lay waſte all your 
lofty Buildings of Self Righteouſneſs, and dig deeper then ever 
you have done yet to the true Rock and Foundation, ad wholo 
Bui qs truly thereupon ſhall be ſafe. | 

But all you talkative Letter-wiſe Pedple and Profeſſors of al 
forts, that have no other Ru'e to try Spirits and DoRrines but 
the Scriptures, in your Natural Carnal Reaſons, and fallen 

Degenerated Wiſdoms] though you neither know them nor the 
Power of God, but are putting Darkneſs for light, and Light for 

' Darkneſs,juftifying the Wicked and condemning the Righteous 
a*did they Whole Reps you follow: What! did you never read 
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notice of the Fruits of trying Spirits and Doctrines 
r $criptures in their Carnal Realooe A Degenerate Waden 
N e a cape nee ding of them) 
as it not to Condema the Saviour of the World, and his blefſed - 
Followers to Death Oh! Outſide, Literal Profeffors of this Ge- 
neration ! take heed ye be not found {piritually ia the ſame ſteps : 
The holy Scriptures we more dearly & truly own,in their places, 
than you do, and do eſteem them above all other Outward Wri- 
tings,becaufe of the great plenty and variety of ſycet,ſotind,hea- 
| a. Sayings, uttered by God in and through Chriſt Jelus, who 
" | was led with the Spirit without meaſure, and anoented with the 
Ont of Gladneſs above his Fellows, as its written of him; and 
o uttered through Aſſes, and the reſt of the holy Prophets & 
Apoſtles : but we cannot ſet them above the Spirit We ſay, 
they are a Teſtimony or Declaration of what the Primitive Saints 
were made Living Witneſſes of, by the working of the mighty 
Power of God in them, whereby they came to put off the old Man 
with his Deeds, and put no that New Man, Chrsft Feſww which is 
after God created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, in whom 
_ ONLY was and is the Perfefton of Saints : And without wit- 
neſſing of more orlels of this Spirit that wrought in them, that 
4 gave forth the Scriptures, there is no ſaving Benefit nor Com- 
fost to be had from them; fer they, viz. the Scriptures do an- 
Lo ſwer to the Wimeſs of God, or Light within People; and they 
nue given forth to be read and believed, and only can be rightly 
that underftood in a meaſure of the ſame Spirit that gave them forth ; 
and they teſtifie how, where and by what means people miy 
of, Y attain to thit/nfalible Syirit, thatalways was & is the Saints chick 
ws Rule, Guide & Leader, who leads in the ſame Path they were 
holo in, that gave them forth; and theſe only are the truly learned, that 
A ar them without wreſting, and to ſuch they are profitable 
f for Doctrine, for Reproof, &c. but they were not given forth 
[to be (et above the $pirit'of God) — were not given forth 
to be weſted by Covetous, Carnal · minded men to uphold their 
. Camal Scfts, Opinions, * — e to War a-- 
ex Hr true Spiritual Worſhippers, whom the Father ſeeks to : 
or ſhip him in the Spirit POD Truth, And ina ſmuch as the In- | 
viſible 
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viſible Wiſe God, cid all things, bh to be honoured and | 
eſteemed above any Viſible created thing, ſo is his Holy Inyifi-' | 
ble Spirit to be honoured and eſteemed above the 25 tnres; 
are not alt holy Declarations made by the holy 'Fpitir «f 
Truth? And who dare lay, That 'the Maler is not Greater, 
and wart to be looked at and etetmed, than the Thing made ? How 
now Porfefſors (that im your Natural Reaſons ſet your ſelves a6 
Jadges, both of Scriptures and the Spirit that gave them forth) 
and in ſetting the Scripturesabove the Spirit of God,your Dark- 
nels is largely Manifeſt : And may you not be juſtly compared to 
thoſe that built the Tombs of the Prophets, and arniſhed the 
Sepulchers ef the Righteous, and were the Children of them 
that killed them? The Scripture ſaith, Believe not every Spirit, 
but try the Spirits whether they be of God; hecauſe many falſe ro- 
phets are gont out into the World, 1 John 4. 1. I ay, the Tnfal- 
lible Spirit of Cod muſt Try all Spirits, and without that none 
tan try them: Come Proſeſſors, what ſay you, have you that 
Infalible Spirit to try the Fallible with? If you ſay, Nay, bur 
we have the Scriptures to try them by(I never yet heard any of you 
ſay otherwiſe) 1 hope you will notdeny, but that the Spirit of 
Chriſt is In fallible; ind the Scriptures ſay, He that hath not 
rhe Spirit of Chriſt is none of his, Rom. 8. 9. And he that's i. 
ritual judgeth all things, 1 Cor. 2. 15. So you Fallible · ſpirited 
Natural men, what have you to do with the Scriptures, you be- 
ing the Unlearned men, who have not learned of Chrift, you do 
but Wreſt them to your own Deſtruction, becauſe you have no 
true Judgment in your goings, and make to your ſelves crooked 
Paths, Lo here, Lo there and in your own private Spirits give 
your corrupt Meanings to the Scriptures & oppele theSpirit that 
gave them forth. The Apoſtle faith, He that keepeth huCommand- 
wents daelleth in him, and be in him: And hereby we know that he 
dwelled in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us, 1 Jobs 3. 24. 
The Lord God faid by the true Prophet, concerning the falſe, 
Wo unto the Fooliſh· Prophets, 'who follow their own- Spirit, and 
have ſeen nothing, Ezek. 13. 3- | And thele are the true Conſeſ- 
fors. of Chriſt come in the Fleſh, Land in the Spirit] ** 
| 4 -" Fa 
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. (that are rending and wreſting the Scrip- - 


"And wh ov; HY ary Dark Spiri (ſecing their glory- 
4 me ous D. ts 
in in theis Literal Knowledge, ſo hard deſet) may ſuggeit, 


hat 1 Deſign ta poſſeſs People againſt (er won!d heger them 1120 4. . 


Low efteem ef) the Scriptures. God knoweth, if any ſuch there 
be, they greatly Wrong themſelyes and me, and all thoſe who 
believe their Falſe Suggeſtions; for my only End is, That People 
might be poſſcſſed with the oh of Truth,” that lead: into. all 


Traub, and teaches the true Knowledge of Scriptures, and roſet 


them in their places, and net to be ever Learning, and never able 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth; ſo that you all might come 
to Chriſt,and leatu ofhica , that you may have Life, is the Deſire 
of your Friend : 


Written in the 16th Moneth "14; 
from Mater fcb William Smith. 


1678, 


* — 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Has conſidered that ſome Dark Spirits, like this Prieſt's 
A. may take Occaſion at my ſo much judging his Works to 
be Works of Darkneſs, without any plain Proof made thereof, to 
Aalwer my preſent Buſineſs at this-time, is not ſs much ro con- 
cern my ſelf with his Darkneſs (it is fo palpably Gtoſs, to all that 


have the leaſt ſpiritual diſcerning) as toſhew the Confuſion and 


Darkneſs of ſuch Profeſſors that ſeparate from ſuch Prieſts, as 


not owning them to be Miniſters of Chriſt, and yet in Envy pre- 
fer and promote their Works in Oppoſition to the Truth of f 


God. : | 
on ſince 4 vic. the Prieſt's, ſeems to be chiefly 

t Tri and Falſe Interpretations of Script ures, I may compare 
them, and ſee which he * reſembles: The T —.— 
| | Meta ine be, 
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- ple: I find the Scope and Drift of his 
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of tlic Ali | 
fon or Eariliiy i iſdem of Fallen. Degenerate Man. I may touch 
at a Paſſage or two in his Book (paſſing by ſuch like) with 
the Je. of his Matter in General (with as much brevity asl 
can, becauſe I would not be tedious to the Reader) frem which 
I cas prove his whole heap of Confuſion and Darkneſs of One 
Hundred Sixty and Six pages to be founded upon a Shadow, and 


down muſt it tumble and vaniſh away like Smoak before the 


Wind, 80 having peruſed His tedious Tautologies, or rather 
bundle of Dark Impertenent Cavils againſt God's Truth and Peo- 
tter is to make void or 
cry down (as new ceaſed) Jmmidiate Revelation, Inſpiration, 
Viſion and the Truth in the Inward Parts, or the Spiritual In-be- 
ing of Chriſt in the Hearts and Souls of bis People (there to 
"Work their Salvation) all which is ſtill continued and truly wit- 
neſſed by the true Spiritual Worſhippers, without which, 
we affirm, there is no true Interpretations of holy Scripture .. 
Oh! all People, that have the leaſt Spiritual Underſtanding”, 
behold the Darkneſs of ſuch Priefts and Profeſſors, Where there 
1 no Revelation, there is no True Saving Knowledge of Gd; ſee 
Hat. 11. 27. 


Object. But we have it by the Scriptures. 


Anſw, I prove by the Scriptures that it muſt be /mmediate 
ſrom the Son Chriſt Jeſiu, or you have no Liſe; Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in. them you think_ye have Eternal Life ; they teſtifie of 
ne, but ye will not come unto me that ye may have Life, John J. 39. 

[See page 74, & 75. of this Prieſt's Book] We (faith he) 
like Honeſt Men, haus no Viſion, pretend none; if we were Knaves 


we might pretend Inſpiration a well as others, 


Ah! Poor Blind Guides indeed! then you Periſh, and have 
no heavenly Underſtanding ; V here there is no Viſion the People 


Periſb, Prov. 29. 18. There is 4 Spirit in man, and the Inſpira- 


tien of the Almighty giveth them Underſtanding, Job 32. 8. When 
it pleaſed Cod to ret tal his Son in me, Cc. Gal. 1.15. 1 was not 
RC. - Diſobedient . 


do it by the Spiritual Underſtanding received by the Inſpiration 0 
7 | ws The Falſe. Interpreters do it by Natural Bea 
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Er And if we doſe, and in our meaſures witnt 

{awe Spirit of Wiſdom, Revelation, Inſpiration and Viſion, muſt 
we therelore be Xneve: for that? Ob Darkneſs! who is, fo 
Blind that they cannot ſee it! We (ay All loly Scripture 8 ghyen 
dy the In piration of. God, and can never be rightly known nor 
underſtood, but by the Inſpiration of the Almighty,” which 

an Underſtanding to know them, without which, they can ne- 
ver be truly known nor interpreted. And inthe Latter Dayts 
. (ith God) I will pour out my Spirit po all Fleſh, Som ard 
Daughters ſbal Propheſie, Tewng Men ſhall ſee Viſions, and Old 
Mes fhall dream Dreams, Joel 2. 28. Ad: 2. 17. Many more 
Scriptures might have been inftanced, as ſull and pertinent to 
this purpoſe; but theſe are ſufficient to Manifeſt the /gyorance, 
Darkneſs and Blindneſs of ſuch Prieſts and Profeflors : And 
who have believed in Chriſt as « Light within thew know him to 
de the ſame to his People Yeſterday, to Day, and forever. 80 
all Honour, Praiſes and Thanks forever be given to him who 
hath hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Pradem of this World, 
and reyealed them to Babes and Sach lings. 

And as to Chriſt's Spiritual being within, it is before ſi flici- 
ently proved; but 1 perceive ſuch Prieſts: and Proſc ſſors do only 
or chiefly talk of Chriſt without them, which is Wel. pleaſing 
to the Devil, that ſo he may do his Work within them without 
Diſturbance, while He that is ſtronger then he may not be re- 
ceived to caſt him out and ſpoil his Works: and ſuch Miniſters 
or Teachers, of what ſort ſoever, ate not of Chriſt, but of 
Anti- chriſt, as well as the Pope. | | 

Now I charge all, or any one of the blind Guides, of all ſorts in 
the whole World (to whom the Spirit of trye Wiſdem, Reve- 
lation, Inſpiration and Viſion is eeaſed) to give one plain Scrip- 
ture that it ever was, is, or ever will be ceaſed to the People of 
God(who did and do fear and obey him) while upon r 


- ' 
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paſt flight and ſer at hught Chriſt Jeſus, in his outward appene BY 
;ance to them ?. becauſe he reproved their Self Righteouſneb and 
52 „he was the Sen f God and Light of the World; and ſuid, 
bi; Kingdom was not of this World, neicher was it to be” found in 
Obſervations, where they were ſeeking it, but it was to be foand 
within in the Spirit :-ſotyaking clean the out- ſide of Cup and 
| gr mould not ſetve them then, neither will it nor. Aud 
why do the chief Prieſts and outward Profe ſſots of the Letter in 
this day flight and reje&t him in his inward appearance, 'as Light 
within in their Conſciences? becauſe he condemned their Self- 
.Righteonſneſs, which they are alſo getting in the eurward Ob- 
' ſervations, and many of them ſee that if they ſhould hearken of 
lend an Ear to him or bis Light within, he would break their 
falſe Peace, and bring Spiritual Wax,Divifion and a Sword with- 
in to ſpoil and cut down their Self-Righteovufncls, as well as the 
reſt of their Ungodlineſs, and that which would not that he 
ſhould Reign in his Kingdom within, to ſubje&t Man and Wo- 
man to himſelf, who will admit of no Righteouſneſs but his 
own, and therefore the Hypocrites and Formal Profefſors will 
not abide him, but love the Darkneſs rather then Light, and in 
their Darkneſs Judge his Light within to be a Spirit of 
Deluſlon, and what not, as their fore-Fathers did of Old; yet 
he that is the Searcher of Hearts and Tryer of Reins, hath not 
left himſelf without a Witneſs in you, to which I now appeal, 
what any of you from the higheſt to the loweſt know more b 
your long Profeſling of the true God mark ) ho to kyow is 17 
Eternal, (John 17. 37) then you did at your firſt beginning to 
profeſ: him? O! Friends and People, that have any regard to 
your Immortal Souls, this is of great weight for you all deeply 
to ponder, and let Gods Witneſs ſpeak in you, that will deal 
plainly with you, and tel] you the Truth. 24 
And ſince the Life of Man and Woman here is full of trouble, 
ſhort and uncerta in, attended with Temptations, Oh! howdeth 
it concern all that truly deſire a better and more durable inheri- 
tance to weigh & confider that great and double caution of Chriſt 
& his Apoſtles, Taks heed that no man deveive you ; and let = man 
, ceiwe 
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in you, which made David wile 
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dag confident ſocyer they may be)tillithey come out of their sn 
be Grad Faiths thro the bein, ace 1 | 
"believe in (as fulficient for the Salvation N. 


of man) bis Spirit, 
Grace, Talent, Light or Kingcom within, whit is likened to 
a Grain of Muftard-ſeed; indeed too low and too ſmall a thing 


- for the lofty Profeflors of this Generation to find or receive, as 


was his 'outward appearance to your ſore- Fathers, when he 
was found in the Manger: I knew your Inns are taken up with 
other Gueſts, and there is yet no room for him; ſs full of vain 
Imaginations and high Conceits are you, that you will not bew 
down ſo low as to receive & own him as aReproyer in your Con- 
ſciences, for whoſo do come to have their Underftandings open- 
ed, and to be enlightned with the Light of Life ; ſo that they 
come to fee the blind Guides of all forts, that arc ing in - 
ther mens Lines, of _ made ready to their Hands, and how - 
they ſtrive to keep People from wry in this Heavenly Prin- 
ciple within, leſt they with their chargeable unprofitable - 

Preaching ſhould be diſcovered, and their running unſent, ſpeak- 
ing of thettffelves, feek their own Glory, the Praiſe of en, 


Self. Intereſt, their Gain from their Quarter; Sc. all which 


with much more the Light within doth diſcover, judge and con- 
dem, and that makes ſuch Hireling Teachers of all forts to 


hate it, and prejudice their People againſt it. Oh] People of al 


ſorts beware of ſuch Teachers,for they make a Prey upon you, & 
Deceive you; Therefore no longer ſpend your for that 
which.is not Bread, nor your Labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not your hungry pined Souls, but home to your: Teacher 
within, to the Law, Teſtimony, ment or Light with- 
en all his Teachers; and 
ſo it will you, if you can receive it, believe in it, and follow 
it; | k ; " 
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